[image: image1.jpg]INncourage

commun ity foundation




Nekoosa Area Progress Fund

Grant Guidelines

Grants from the Nekoosa Area Progress Fund will support community improvement opportunities.  Please review the eligibility criteria and application guidelines before completing an application.
Funding is extremely diverse and flexible.  Projects and activities are limited only by the imagination and energy of a community’s residents, and can include one-time events such as cultural fairs, and beautification projects, as well as longer-term undertakings such as community organizing efforts.

Eligibility Criteria

1. Grants are limited to residents and projects in the Nekoosa area.

2. Proposed projects should be planned and led by three or more unrelated residents of the community seeking funding and are interested in working on a project that will directly benefit their community.  Applicant groups need not be formally structured or have tax exempt status; however the nature of the project must be community-based. 
3. Consideration will be given to non-profit organizations that serve communities and promote community building.

4. Projects must build on the strengths and assets already existing in the community, such as residents’ specific skills, volunteer skills and labor, or a community’s public spaces, institutions, businesses, or churches. 

5. Projects will be considered for funding if they can demonstrate some of the following characteristics:  

· Bringing local residents together to work on community issues and build linkages that include youth, elders and their respective community.  

· Providing residents to take a more active role in and responsibility for what happens in their communities. 

· Fostering confidence and trust among diverse groups. 

· Identifying and developing leadership and organizing skills of community members for the community’s future.  

Typically grants are not awarded to individuals or for routine operating needs, continuous funding, annual fundraising, deficit financing, religious purposes, capital fund drives or endowment funds.

6. Grants will NOT be made to:  

· Individuals

· Organizations or activities designed to elect candidates to public office

· Nonprofit organizations that do not directly work with community residents

· Projects that have already taken place or costs already incurred

· Pay wages for project related services or activities

Application Guidelines
· Applications are accepted anytime.
· Please type application if possible.  

· One request from an organization or group in a 12-month period.

· Applications are available at: Incourage Community Foundation office, 
Charles and JoAnne Lester Library of Nekoosa, and online at incouragecf.org. 
Submit completed application to: Incourage, 478 E Grand Ave, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494.
· You should receive a final decision on your application within approximately five weeks from the time we receive your application, so please plan accordingly.  

· Generally, the maximum amount available for distribution is $1,000.  

· Grants are subject to the approval of the Nekoosa Area Progress Fund Committee and confirmation by Incourage Community Foundation. 

If you have questions, contact:

Dawn Vruwink or Kim Shields
Incourage Community Foundation 

478 E Grand Ave, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494

Phone | 715-423-3863

Emails | dvruwink@incouragecf.org | kshields@incouragecf.org 
PROGRESS GRANT APPLICATION

From which Progress Fund are you requesting a grant? (check one)


	
	Nekoosa Area
	
	
	Rome

	
	Pittsville Area
	
	
	Vesper Area

	
	Port Edwards
	
	
	Wis. Rapids Area (includes Grand Rapids, Biron)

	
	Rudolph
	
	
	


	Date:
	


INFORMATION ABOUT APPLICANT

	Name of the Project or Activity:
	

	When will this project/activity take place?
	

	Amount requested for funding:
	


	Are you applying on behalf of a group or organization?
	
	Yes
	
	No

	

	If Yes, name of the group or organization:
	

	Mailing address:
	

	City/State:
	
	Zip:
	

	

	Is this a 501 (c)(3) tax exempt organization?
	
	Yes
	
	No

	If “yes”, please attach a copy of the organization’s IRS Letter of Determination

	


	Contact Person:
	

	Address:
	

	City:
	
	  Zip:
	

	Daytime Telephone:
	

	E-mail Address:
	


Please provide information for at least two unrelated community residents who, 

In addition to yourself, are mainly responsible for planning and carrying out this project or activity.  

	NAME:
	
	ROLE:
	

	ADDRESS:
	

	CITY, STATE ZIP:
	

	PHONE:
	


	NAME:
	
	ROLE:
	

	ADDRESS:
	

	CITY, STATE ZIP:
	

	PHONE:
	


DESCRIPTION OF YOUR PROPOSED PROJECT OR ACTIVITY

Please tell us your idea for enhancing your community by answering:

What do you propose to do?
	

	

	

	


	
	Yes
	
	No


Has this been done before in your community?  
How will this project or activity enhance your community? 

	

	

	

	


How will residents of the community be involved in this project or activity? 
	

	

	

	


All communities have resources or assets within them.  Examples might include the volunteer efforts of residents; the physical assets represented by parks, open space, and public buildings  such as schools, libraries and community centers; and institutional resources such as businesses, non-profit agencies, and churches.  How will your project or activity make use of the assets or resources in your community to accomplish its goals?

	

	

	

	


Will your project or activity accomplish any of the following goals? (check all that apply)
	
	It will strengthen or enhance the community’s social ties or help build relationships in the community.

	

	
	It will help develop leaders in the community.

	

	
	It will help develop or support the local economy.

	

	
	It will help residents have more pride in their community develop the community’s identity.


For each of the goals checked above, please explain how you think this project or activity will accomplish this goal.
	

	

	

	

	

	


BUDGET FOR YOUR PROPOSED PROJECT OR ACTIVITY

Please describe the specific use of the funds requested.
	EXPENSE ITEM – PLEASE INCLUDE DETAILS


	PROGRESS FUND REQUEST

(A)
	OTHER SOURCES

(B)
	TOTAL

(A+B)

	Food: Type, quantity, cost per item

	
	
	

	Materials: Office supplies, paper goods, etc. – quantity, cost per item

	
	
	

	Printing: Flyers, copies, postage, etc. – quantity, cost per item

	
	
	

	Stipends: Purpose, person

	
	
	

	Fee/Permits: Space rental, activity permits, etc.

	
	
	

	Equipment: Gardening tools, sporting equipment, construction materials, etc. – quantity, cost per item
	
	
	

	Contracted Labor: Child care, professional consultants, etc. – Purpose, person

	
	
	

	Other: Please specify details
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	


Required Signatures

We certify that the attached proposal has been discussed and approved by the decision-making body of the applying group and that all information contained herein is accurate.  Should we receive funding from Incourage Community Foundation, we agree to provide a final report including financial information of what was accomplished with the funds, and complete the project/event/activity by the date stated in our application.   

___________________________________________________________  ________________
Printed Name



Signature



Date

___________________________________________________________  ________________

Printed Name



Signature



Date
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Submit completed application to:

Incourage Community Foundation
478 E Grand Ave
Wisconsin Rapids WI 54494
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